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1993 Rockefeller Rink
Performance Series

Featured Guests:

Annenko/Srtenski « Nathan Birch < Toller Cranston < Rory Flack < Cathy Foulkes <+ Beci Safai

photo: Roy Blakey
Nathan Birch performs "Breezeway " with the Ice Theatre of New York as part of the 1993 Rockefeller Center concert senes.
Nathan, of The Next Ice Age, was recently awarded a choreographer’s fellowship by the National Endowment for the Arts.
This year, the series was expanded to include two concerts showcasing the Ice Theatre Apprentice program.




1992-93 EVENTS

OCTOBER 1992

10

12

lce Time '92 (An Evening of Artistic Skating, hosted by
Dick Button; produced by Matt Herson of Greater
Expectations - Comnell University, ithaca, New York.
Ice Theatre group classes for The New School

begin. Every Monday and Tuesday at 7:30 P.M.

28 Annual Halloween Skating Benefit party
The American Festival Cafe and The Rink at
Rockefeller Plaza, New York City.
29-30 1992 Home Base Performances at Sky Rink
New York, NY
NOVEMBER 1992
11-14  Esther Honens intemationa | Piano Competition
sponsors Ice Theatre performance and classes by
Moira North and Toller Cranston.
Calgary, Alberta, Canada
DECEMBER 1992
4 Fox TV's Good Day New York covers Ice Theatre'’s
Apprentice program at Sky Rink
7 Lar Lubovitch Dance Company holds skating party at
Sky Rink - Ice Theatre performs with special guests
31 Grand Central Partnership First Night performances
Sky Rink (three performances)
JANUARY 1993
Professional Performing Arts School - ongoing program
in cooperation with Sky Rink and the Martha Graham
Company -
1 Company rehearsals resume Tuesdays and Thursdays,
12:15 to 1:15 P.M., Sky Rink (open to the public)
18 Plie Power Workshops, Peoria, lilinois- Rob McBrien
20 Ice Theatre Performance
The Rink At Rockefeller Plaza, New York
FEBRUARY 1993
8,10 New School classes commence, Mondays and
Wednesdays, 7:30 PM, Sky Rink
12 Ice Theatre Artistic Audit for Canada Council of the
Canada Ice Dance Company- Moira North
24 ice Theatre Performance
The Rink At Rockefeller Plaza, New York
MARCH 1993
8,23 Ice Theatre Apprentice Performance
The Rink at Rockefeller Plaza, New York
31 lce Theatre Performance
The Rink At Rockefelier Plaza, New York
APRIL 1993
14 Dan Froot Experimental Music Workshop with
the Ice Theatre Ensemble
MAY 1993
2 Hickory Hill Dance Weekend
Plie Power Workshop - Rob McBrien
JUNE 1983
TBA Ice Theatre Performance at Sky Rink

21

(call 212-239-4320 for further information)
Summer School program at Sky Rink commences
(through August 27)

Message from the
Artistic Director

During the past three years we have been
privileged to present and work with wonderful skat-
ers from the former Soviet Union: Viadimir and
Elena Bogoliubov. Irina Skobeleva, Marina
Kulbitskaya and Alexandre Esman, Maia Usova
and Alexander Zhulin, and our engaging “Resident
Daredevils”, Ararat Zakarian and Akop Manoukian.
The reorganization and resulting instability in Rus-
sian society brings these skaters to the United
States hoping to earn a living on ice. Of course, as
Americans we understand that any immigrant un-
dertakes a true-life adventure, but to actually wit-
ness the courage and passionate commitment of
the Russians has been an inspiration to us all.

Any change has both positive and negative
aspects, and for myself, seeing these skaters, |
experience both joy and apprehension. The Soviet
system produced some of the finest figure skating of
modern times. The training methods and cross-
fertilization with Ballet and Gymnastic disciplines
created skaters of unparalleled strength and fi-
nesse. The work of Natalia Dubova, Tatiana
Tarasova, Tamara Moskvina, and others represent,
to my mind, the highest evolution of skating to date.
These coaches seem to have penetrated the com-
plexinterrelationship between concept, choreogra-
phy, and technical discipline, and watching the
results of their work | experience pure joy. | marvel
at their mastery.

The apprehension | feel is that the system that
produced this excellence will be hard put to con-
tinue in the states of the former Soviet Union, owing
to the restructuring of governmental priorities. | am
afraid that here in the United States the skaters and
coaches may experience obstacles to recreating
the atmosphere they knew in the past. We must do
all that we can to help them find a way to duplicate
the aspects of a situation that created so much
beauty. They must be given access to all they need.

Thereis nodoubt thatthese skaters andcoaches
will contribute significantly to the future of the sport
here. What they give us right now is inspiration. | am
in awe of their technical and artistic excellence,
moved by their commitment to their work, and blown
away by their personal courage and idealism. | want
to thank them for all that they give us with their
presence here. We wish them the very best of
everything and give them a warm welcome to the
United States and to the ice Theatre of New York.







