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“To accomplish great things, we must not only act %

c-/a but also dream, not only plan, but also believe.”

CONGRATULATIONS TO
Vera Wang
ALSO BEST WISHES TO
Ice Theatre of New York

FOR THEIR ARTISTRY AND INSPIRATION
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VERA WANG:
Remembering the Magic

Talent.  Intelligence.  Ambition.
Personality. Luck. Discipline. Passion.
Alone or in clusters, all are essentials for
success; but to achieve greatness, one
must possess courage.  That is the
golden thread connecting

traditionally Asian, and there was
always enormous responsibility attached
to anything | took on.”

“There was always a very high
‘achievement factor’ in the Wang fam-

by EDWARD Z. EPSTEIN

Olympic champion Carol Heiss, along
with her brother Bruce and sister Nancy,
were among Brunet's students.  His
methods were not for everyone. A for-
mer Olympic pairs champion (his

partner  was  his  wife,

champions in every field.

Vera Wang's passion for
figure skating emerged
early on. One Christmas,
her father took her skating
at Central Park’s sailboat
pond. The experience was
magical: “I fell in love with
it - the speed, the flow and
the wind in my face.”

She asked for skating les-
sons, and her pursuit of a
life-onice was launched.
Vera appeared to be a
child who had everything,
one who had attained all
her heart's desires. Skating
was a costly pastime, but
her parents could afford it.
Her father, a Chinese-
American immigrant, had
done his graduate work at
MIT and was a highly suc-
cessful businessman.  Mr.
Wang himself was no
stranger o ice skating —
with  friends, he had
learned it on lakes in
China.

By age seven, Vera had
won several New York Junior Club com-
petitions.  The joy of skating, however,
was counterbalanced by the pressure of
family  expectations. Vera  has
observed, "My background, sophisti-

cated as it was, was also very

Ten-year-oid figure skating champ
Vera Wong congratulotes Caral.

the New York Club), Brunet,
according fo some, was the
sternest and most unforgiv-
ing of faskmasters. I
always thought he had an
aversion to teaching the
kids in the Junior Club. He
thought it was beneath
him,” said one on the scene
at the time. I once saw
him twist the arm of one of
his little students, to get her
fo follow his instructions.”
Brunet, however, was
an undisputed master at
teaching the art of school
figures, and, in those days,
that was the name of the
game. “Figures took sev-
enty-percent of our fraining
time, and counted for fifty-
percent of the final score in
competition,” recalls Sonya,
who worked with Vera on
her seventh and eighth fests.
Wang eventually became a
Cold Medalist, joining the

ily," recalls Peter Dunfield (along with
wife Sonya Klopfer Dunfield, they would
one day become Wang's coaches).

It was the formidable French-born
Pierre Brunet who became Vera's first
important  coach. World and  future

brilliantly skilled group that
passed all eight figure skat-
ing tests (one couldn’t become a
National, World or Olympic champion
without them).  This is an achievement
she has rarely spoken about.
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As she embarked on her teen years, a
toplevel competifive career seemed
within her grasp. “The drive, tenacity
and discipline were there,” recalls Peter.
“She put every ounce of her heart and
soul into it.”

Her free skating reflected the dance
fraining she had received at George
Ballanchine’s School of American Ballet.
Her forte was not in the depth of diffi-
culty of her jumps, but in the beauty of
her movements, a compelling “feline,
femme fatale quality” she possessed.
"liquid motion on ice, with very little
apparent effort,” recalls an onlooker.
"Very dramatic, highly interpretive, ultra-
feminine. Infrinsically arfistic, and she
made it appear effortless.”  Sonya
recalls, “The program she skated to
Scheharazade was outstanding; it gave
me chills.”

But it wasn't easy, and consistency of
performance was a befe noir for the
young woman. However, according fo
a friend, "Her spirit was remarkable;
she'd call on energy her body didn't
always have, and came through. She
had courage - she never considered the
possibility of not being able to do it.”

Only days before entering her senior
year at Chapin (she had previously
attended Friends Seminary), Vera
dropped out fo focus all her energies on
training for a berth on the 1968
Olympic team. Her efforts were unsuc-
cessful, to the horror of her parents.

A new obstacle surfaced. Iceland,
the rink in the old Madison Square
Garden building at 50th Street and 8th
Avenue in Manhattan that was training
ground for all New Yorkbased skaters,
was demolished. It would take at least
two years for the New York Club’s new
rink, Sky Rink, on the 16th floor of a sky-
scraper on 33rd Street, to be built.

“Without a convenient rink fo train on,
when Vera entered Sarah Llawrence
College, it became impossible for her to
achieve her skating goals - although
none of us acknowledged it at the time”
states Peter.  “Today she might have
been able to do it, as there are no
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school figures. But back then, she no
longer had the hours to devote to fig-
ures, and the absence of a rink in
Manhattan meant a twohour drive to
the ‘temporary’ rink in West New York.
She was lucky if she was able to skate
four hours a week. Her competitors
were skating four hours a day!”

Vera's parents’ expectations for their
daughter remained skyhigh. She has
recalled saying to her mother, “Mom, |
can't compete if I'm skating half the time
that others skate.”  Mrs. Wang's reply:
“Well, | don't really understand that,
because Dick Button and Tenley Albright
won Olympic medals, and they both
went to Harvard.”

Vera had left Brunet, which was the
talk of the rink. Sonya, and then Peter,
became her coaches and have
remained her friends to the present day.
Vera plunged info a new category of
skating — pairs, which required no
school figures. She teamed with the
young, talented James Stuart, and they
began a promising partnership. In one
competition, they placed second to JoJo
Starbuck and Ken Shelley.

It was 1969. Vera was ninefeen.
Her skating partner was confronting a
turning point in his own life - he wanted
fo quit pairs and compete as a single.
Vera was devastated. It was too late
for me to go back info singles,” she
recalled. And her skating career was
over - “over in literally one day.”

Skating had been her life. It took
years to come to terms with the heart-
break, fo recover her emotional
equilibrium and to overcome the feeling
of emptiness, which she later learned
was depression - a condition that was
not discussed openly as it is today.

She reentered Sarah lawrence and
graduated with a BA in Art History [she
would also attend the Sorbonne). The
gleam of spotlights would one day focus
on Vera Wang, but the sound and the
fury of the fashion world would provide
the arena in which her gifts would flour-
ish, the venue in which she had
achieved greatness. She had found her
own calling at last. It is fascinating that
the atfention to detail, which character-

izes her style, surely found its mirror
image in the years of process of build-
ing and refining her repertoire of school
figures, which was all about detail and
discipline.

“Things happen for a reason,” Ms.
Wang has observed. And today, while
balancing a professional and personal
life “is hard” (she is married with two
daughters), she appears to have mas-
tered that art as well.  “Every year |
believe in myself a litle more,” she
recently said.

While she is the world’s preeminent
designer of bridal gowns and evening-
wear [Oprah Winfrey has described
Wang's book on weddings as “a work
of art”), it was inevitable that her pas-
sion for fashion and for skating would
merge.  “Civilians” leamed of her
involvement with the ice world when she
created the shimmering costume Nancy
Kerrigan wore in the 1994 Olympics; in
recent years, she has designed for
Michelle Kwan (the finished product is
always “a collaboration between  the
artist and the designer,” nofes Wang).

lt seems a natural progression of
events that the creative vision and artis-
fic daring of lce Theatre of New York
would find an admirer and a champion
in Ms. Wang, and vice versa. Ice
Theatre founder Moira North sums it up:
"Vera is an extraordinary woman who is
committed fo excellence on all levels.
Her passion and enthusiasm for people
and the projects she believes in are not
only exciting, but inspiring!  Exploring
new horizons and chartering new tferri-
tory in the land of every skater's
imagination - these are our shared goals
at Ice Theatre. | am absolutely thrilled to
welcome Vera Wang as a member of

the Ice Theatre family. It is a joy to
honor her at our 2003 Gala.”

Edward Z. Epstein has written twenty books, includ-
ing bestselling biographies of Lana Turner, Lucille Ball
and Jennifer Jones. BORN TO SKATE: The Michelle
Kwan Story was published by Ballantine. A lifelong
figure skating enthusiast, Epstein, a graduate of New
York University, is a former Middle-Atlantic States
Novice Champion.

Cover Photo: Vera Wang with daughters Cecilia and Josephine Becker. Photo by Miki Duisterhof.






ENSEMBLE &
GUEST ARTISITS

The Ensemble:
JOSHUA BABB
EVE CHALOM
ANGELA CHIANG
MATHEW GATES
TYRRELL GENE
LINE HADDAD
FLORENTINE HOUDINIERE
DAPHNE JOHNSON
NATALIA KANOUNNIKOVA
KATE LIBERMAN
ARNOLD MYINT
KIMBERLY NAVARRO
TRINA PIERRE
ALYSSA STITH
DAVID TANKERSLEY

SUSAN WILSEY

Guest Artists:
OKSANA BAIUL
LU CHEN
SILVIA FONTANA
KATHERINE HEALY
ELENA LEONOVA & ANDREI KHVALKO
DAVID LIU

VAKHTANG MURVANIDZE

SPECIAL
THANKS

ABC SPORTS, INC
Pam Peterson at ABC Sports, Video Tape Editor
Toni Slotkin at ABC Sports, Producer

BANCHET FLOWERS

MEREDITH BARSKY
at The Lighthouse

CHRISTINE BATTEN
2003 Benefit Gala Intern

MIKI DUISTERNHOF, photographer,
for the image of Vera Wang and daughters
Cecilia and Josephine Becker

REBECCA LEIGH
for providing entertainment
during the cocktail hour

MARIELE KEYMEL
at Steinway for providing the piano
during the cocktail hour

MIA KLASSY,
LANSING MARTINELLI & MICHAL FROMER
at Vera Wang

SCOTT SCHWARTZ
Graphic Designer

SYDNEY THATCHER
at Folkmanis Puppet, Inc. for donating gifts
for Cecilia and Josephine Becker

DOUG WILSON & JIRINA RIBBENS
for the videotape tribute to Vera Wang

LEONARDO YTURREGUI
at Susan Holland and Co.

and to other generous Ice Theatre
of New York supporters.
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Good Luck for another

beautiful season.

Susan & Bill

Pereira

XTREME ICE
AND
ARI ZAKARIAN
SALUTE
VERA WANG
AND

IcE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

CHIP CONNELL
President

(732) 530-2677

THE DEVON MANAGEMENT GROUP, INC.

MANAGEMENT CONSULTING
TO THE
FIGURE SKATING COMMUNITY

P.0.BOX 182
LITTLE SILVER, NEW JERSEY 07739-0182

www.devonmgmt.com
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/@‘ FOUNDER/ DIRECTOR

m Moira North
ASSOC. ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
z y Doug Webster

2003-04

) BOARD OF TRUSTEES E'\’JiiMimengCTOR
William J. Candee, Ill, Chairman 4 9
Peter F. Eurich, Vice Chairman GENERAL MANAGER

Moira North, President Michiko Simanjuntak
Mary Gaillard, Treasurer
Mitchell Rubin, Secretary
George Akst
Rose Auslander

R. Palmer Baker, Jr.
William Beekman
Eri Chiang
Chip Connell
Joan Erdheim
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Kathlin Feuerstein
Victoria Geduld
James Goodale

Ruth Legon
Lea Ann Miller
Caroline Moore
Jirina Ribbens
Rhea Schwartz
JoAnna Mendl Shaw
Jan Staller

Joel Stern
Adele Hall Sweet
Debra lewin Weiner

Doug Wilson

2003 BENEFIT \
COMMITTEE W

Mrs. C. Robert Allen, lll

Scott E. Allen

Oksana Baiul Debbie & Bob Gordon Hermia Nelson Nina Subin

Lucy Brennan Colleen Goujjane Nancy Quaife David Tewksbury
Dick Button Dorothy Hamill Joan Scribner Angela Ting

Sonya & Peter Dunfield Chet Hazzard Barbara Schulman Maddie Tobias
Violet & Christopher Eagan Taffy Holliday Coco Shean Gertrude Vanderbilt
Peggy Fleming Carol Heiss Jenkins Kenneth Shelley Robin Wagner
Susie Gharib Marilyn & Joseph Kasputys JoJo Starbuck Kenneth Wang
Annie Goodman Joe Marshall Nancy & Frank Streeter Elizabeth Webster




BONE/LEVINE ARCHITECTS
ARE PROUD SPONSORS oF

THE ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

THE ACAPULCO RESIDENCE - ACAPULCO, MEXICO 2003

BONE/LEVINE ARCHITECTS 561 BROADWAY SUITES8D
NEW YORK-NEW YORK 10012 212-219-1038

) To Moira and Staff,
Ribet ¢& Gordon, LLP

Congratulates
Thank you for promoting

Ice Theatre

of New York the joy of ice skating!
and

Vera Wang

Jaime & Barbara Pierre
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Congratulations

and best wishes to

Vera Wang

And the entire

Ice Theatre company

Palmer Baker
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STEPDHEN WEBSTER

www.stephenwebster.com

Thank you for dressing up
the ice.

We salute
Vera Wang
and

Ice Theatre of N ew York

CARTER LF

Counselors at Law www.clm.com

2 Wall Street, New York, NY 10005 212-732-3200 Fax 212-732-3232
1401 Eye Street, NW, Washington, DC 20005 202-898-1515 Fax 202-898-1521

10 | Ice Theatre of New York Gala 2003




“Next to excellence is the appreciation of it.”
— WILLIAM MAKEPEACE THACKERAY

Debevoise & Plimpton

is proud to support

The Ice Theatre
of New York

DEBEVOISE & PLIMPTON

New York e Washington, D.C. e London e Paris e Frankfurt e Moscow e Hong Kong e  Shanghai
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Congratulations
to
Ice Theatre of New York

and

long-time member of The Skating Club of New York

Vera Wang

N g Y

The Skating Club of New York R —r

The art of enriching
our lives.

At Fleet, we have a proud tradition of supporting the arts, which play an

important role in enriching our communities — and our lives.

That’s why

we're extremely pleased to support Ice Theatre of New York in honor of

Vera Wang.

Fleet Bank Member FDIC. Fleet is a registered mark of FleetBoston Financial Corporation.
©2003 FleetBoston Financial Corporation. All rights reserved.

® Fleet
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HAPPY PRINTER IS A DIVISION OF
LITHO PARTNERS INC.
CREATED EXCLUSIVELY TO SAVE NON-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS MONEY!

HAPPY PRINTER SAVES MONEY THROUGH
LOWER PRICING, BARTERING SERVICES, AND DONATIONS!

WE REALLY APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS AND LOOK FORWARD
TO WORKING WITH YoU!

KEN LERMAN
LITHO PARTNERS INC.
“THE HAPPY PRINTER"
HAPPYPTR@AOL.COM
TELEPHONE: 212.627.9225
FACSIMILE:212.627.9228

WWW.LITHOPARTNERS.COM

Kudos to
Vera \Wang
and
lce Theatre
of New York

From
Denise Beaumont

SOONYC.ARME
At L'Amoire 102 Park Street New Canaan, CT 06840

1'203.966.4922

www.ARMEGEMS.com
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Ice Theatre of New York would like to thank the following companies and individuals

for their silent auction donations for the 2003 ANNUAL GALA in honor of VERA WANG:

ARADER GALLERY, Graham Arader
ARME, Martin Erdheim
Oksana Baiul
Judy Blumberg
CARLOS FALCHI, Carlos Falchi
THE COLLEGIATE CHORALE, Robert Bass
THE CREEK GOLF CLUB
DARYL ROTH PRODUCTIONS, Jordan Roth
ELIZABETH ARDEN
EXHALE SPA
FOLKMANIS PUPPETS, Sydney Thatcher
Linda Fratianni
Leora Goldberg
Gia Guddat
THE GOLF CLUB AT CHELSEA PIERS, Greta Wagner
HARLICK & CO., INC, Ginger Kuhn
Wendy Hollander
JAN STALLER INDUSTRIES, Jan Staller
STEINWAY, Mariele Keymel
KORI RESTAURANT
'’ARMOIRE, Diane Roth
LAW & ORDER
Ruth Legon & William J. Candee, |l
Staci London
MAC AIDS FUND/MAC COSMETICS, Craig Cichy
MICHAEL C. FINA
NEW YORK RANGERS, Ryan Halkett
ONE IF BY LAND, TWO IF BY SEA, Colleen Goujjane
Michael J. Rollins
SCOTT J. SALON AND SPA
STARS ON ICE, David Baden
Denise Shaw
Nina Subin
THE PARK
TRACY WATTS, Tracy Watts
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Congratulations to
Ice Theatre of New York
and
Vera Wang

on your contributions to the

[fine art of figure skating

Sarah Hughes

U.S. NAVY BATTLE LANTERN

These flashlights are currently made under
. government contract. Standard equipment on
United States battleships and submarines.
Made of yellow cast resin and submersible to 10ft.

$100.00 plus shipping and handling

FAX ORDERS:212-633-0848
STALLERINDUSTRIES.COM
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HEARTIEST Vera

CONGRATULATIONS

You make the world

a prettier place

DW to glide through!

m
DOUG
WILSON

ENTERPRISES, INC. Robin Wagne r

Forbes salutes

The Ice Theatre of New York

Congratulations on your achievement and for continuing to “Never Settle” in the community

Forbes

Never settle’. CAPITALIST TOOL®
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In appreciation for the

innovative work of

Ice Theatre of New York

Congratulations

Vera Wang

THANK YOU
Barbara & Bill Candee




“Skating is a fine Art. It is not Simple Velocity or
Agility that constitutes the Perfection of it but Grace.”

— John Adams to his son John Quincy Adams
Amsterdam, December 28th, 1780

Congratulations to the Ice Theatre of New York

From the Geduld Family

It’s what is underneath that counts.

Daniella Simon

< 2 5 d !

www.daniellasimon.com

Specializing in bridal lingerie.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO

VERA WANG
&

ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

FOR THEIR INSPIRING
CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ARTISTRY
OF FIGURE SKATING.

WITH BEST WISHES FOR
CONTINUED SUCCESS.

FOREST LABORATORIES, INC.
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Thank you for adding even

more beauty to our sport!

Annie Goodman

O

1325 Madison Avenue
New York, NY 10128
Tel 212-360-7266 Fax 212-360-0417

& c%

www.annieandco.com

CONGRATULATIONS

With thanks and appreciation

to Vera Wang,

WE SALUTE Moira North and
VERA WANG Ice Theatre of New York
AND

IcE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

for sharing their inspiration

with the rest of us. DI". YOhanneS
Syoum, DDS$S

57 west 57th Street #705

SYRATECH CORPORATION

New York NY 10019
I 212 832 6447
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Need

a place
to play?

[ IR ; Home Rink of the
Ice Theatre of New York

o . 3@ \
B4

e
SHELSER PIERSIT
GHELSER PIERS

™

State-of-the-art Facilities
International Coaching Staff
Complete Off-ice Training Programs

Digital Video & Audio Capabilities

For more information, call Sid Morgan, Figure Skating Director,
at 212.336.6100 ext. 6162 or visit www.chelseapiers.com

SKY RINK AT CHELSEA PIERS
Pier 61 — 23rd St. & the Hudson ® www.chelseapiers.com
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Best Wishes and Congratulations
to
Vera Wang
from
John Mahdessian

and the

Free Financial

Consultation.
Invaluable Advice. THE ICE THEATRE

In today’s challenging markets professional advice and OF N EW YORK

insight are more important than ever. Take advantage of a

complimentary consultation from a Smith Barne Financial

Confu!tant anné see how we can help you: 4 IS TH E BEST

« Establish an investment strategy to help achieve your
long-term goals

« Maintain focus on your investment objectives in
challenging markets

« Reevaluate and diversify your current portfolio

o Determine your risk tolerance

Congratulations fo my coaches:

To schedule your complimentary financial consultation, contact: Tyrrell Gene and Moira North
John Fitzgerald Acosta . )
Second Vice President-Investments Best Wishes for a Fantastic Year
One Penn Plaza, 39th Floor to all my Friends
New York, NY 10119 :
www.fc.smithbarney.com/acosta at the Summer ReSIdency
(212) 643-5842
THIS IS WHO WE ARE. THIS IS HOW WE EARN IT™ Love,
SMITH BARNEY, Erin Melikian
crtigroupT

©2003 Citigroup Global Markets inc. Member SIPC. Smith Barney is a division and service
mark of Citigroup Global Markets Inc. and its affiliates and Is used and registered through-
out the world. CITIGROUP and the Umbrella Device are trademarks and service marks of
Citicorp or its affiliates and are used and registered throughout the world.
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Congratulations

Vera Wang
and

lce Theatre of New York

Susie Gharib and Fereydoun Nazem
Alexi and Taraneh
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MORRISON ‘& FOERSTER LLP

Salutes
The Ice Theatre
of New York

NAOC

MORRISON & FOERSTER 1p

Lawyers for the global economy*"

SAN FRANCISCO - PALO ALTO - WALNUT CREEK - SACRAMENTO - LOS ANGELES - CENTURY CITY - ORANGE COUNTY - SAN DIEGO
NEW YORK - DENVER - NORTHERN VIRGINIA - WASHINGTON DC
LONDON : BRUSSELS - HONG KONG - BEIJING - SHANGHAI - SINGAPORE - TOKYO

Contact us at info@mofo.com

DIGITAL AGE
salutes

ICE THEATRE

VERA WANG OF NEW YORK

and

and VERA WANG
|ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK DIGITAL AGE, a TV program on the media,

the Information Age and the Internet,

Congratulations to

for their innovation in style is seen on channel 25/WNYE,
New York’s 2nd PBS station,
on a nd OH The ice. and most cable stations in Connecticut,

New York and New Jersey within
a 50 mile radius of NYC.

Wednesdays at 7:30 PM

Kathy Feuerstein Host and Producer
James C. Goodale
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Congratulations to
Vera Wang
and

Ice Theatre of New York

l 'A. Al
TRANSPORTATION

SERVICES

380 MOTOR PARKWAY
HAUPPAUGE NEW YORK 11788
(631) 851-8860
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One if by Land, Two if by Sea

17 Barrow Street
New York, New York 10014

Salutes

Ice Theaityre of New York
And special honoree,
VERA WANG

Tel:212-255-8649 Fax:212-206-7855
www.oneifbyland.com

Erwin and
Freddie
Staller
Salute

Ice Theatre Best Wishes from

of New York your friends at CSTV:

College Sports Television
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Congratulations!

Vera Wang
and
The Ice Theatre of New York

Best Wishes for your
continued success.

Ruth Legon
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BEST WISHES FOR A
BRILLIANT SEASON TO
ICE THEATRE OF NEW YORK

Akst & Akst

150 East 58th Street
New York, NY 10155
(212) 308-3999
Specialists in Immigration Law

CHRISTINE SMITH
INTERIOR DESIGN AND GENERAL CONTRACTING

B, o LOCARE

136 West 21st Street New York, NY 10011

CHRISTINE SMITH ASSOCIATES, INC.
82 IRVING PLACE « 2D/E « NEW YORK, NY + 10003
(212) 475-5784 + FAX: (212) 598-9979 « CELL: 1-917-440-1688
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JOIN US FOR OUR
NEW YORK SEASON

4 Performances of visionary
ensemble choreography

Wednesday , November 5, 2003
Thursday , November 6, 2003
Friday, November 7, 2003
Sofurdoy, November 8, 2003
7:00pm

with special guest artists

SKY RINK AT CHELSEA PIERS
Pier 61 ® 23rd Street & the Hudson River

For tickets call







